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regarded as cruel in theological orthodoxy. This emotion, how-
ever, was not very intense, and would have been pushed aside
by stronger passions in any mart of more intense feeling. In
James Mill, benevolence supplied the emotional stimulus, but
remained in the background, and at no point overpowered reason.
He accepted without difficulty opinions according to which much
suffering is inevitable; where those opinions were sound, this
was a strength, but where they were false, a weakness. This
strength and weakness characterized the Benthamite school
throughout its history.